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THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 

THE MAKING OF THE SEAL 

mythology and 

By B. Y. Morrison 

Before planning the design of the seal for the Society, an effort 
^made to ^collect material which would relate to the Iris in 

“t in special relation to design. The old myth of 
Iris, the messenger of the 
gods, furnishes the rainbow 
symbol, and the history of 
France the conventional 
fleur-de-lys figure asso¬ 
ciated with Joan of Arc, 
but really of earlier origin, 
appearing in the insignia 
of several kings and also in 
some religious paintings. 
Aside from this, there is 
little to be found in con¬ 
ventionalized design, ah 
though almost portrait-like 1 

miniatures in . fiSures appear in Persian 

anese bron’zes, inlays wood^^T tapestries and in Jap* « ., ’ wood carvings and tevtilpu 

is strongly^^p^™”1 the basisof <iesign. the Iris flower, which 
and Plan ThL ml ' thc both in silhouette 

wood-cuts, have a sin«mlar fnr the illustratlons> apparently 
nation which was necessarv * 6 and.beauty from the great simplifi- 

necessary in cutting the blocks. In this is an 



extremely decorative figure which was used both for the Iris and 
the rush (acorus). The same block appears in other herbals and 
copies with some slight alterations in still later books. The book 
itself is a translation of an earlier German ‘ * Herbarius, ’ * of which 
the first known dated edition is from Mainz in 1484. There were 
many later editions and some translations. The authorship of the 
original work is variously assigned. Jacobus de Dondis, the Aggre¬ 
gator Practicus, the Aggregator Paduanus, Amoldus de Villa Nova 
and Avicenna have all been credited with the work. Any one who 
is brave enough to undertake the very intricate and difficult Ger¬ 
man of Meyer’s “Geshichte der Botanik” will find in Volume 4, 
pages 177-189, a learned discussion of the various claims of the 
several candidates for the honor. 

At any rate the figure in the Italian edition was used to furnish 
the main part of our design and represents undoubtedly an apogon 
iris, probably Iris psevdacorus. The drawing has been modified 
very slightly to fit the circular form and the stork wading in the 
conventional waves has been omitted The highly conventional 
rendering of the flowers is interesting in that in some there is an 
approximation of the conventional French design of the “fleur de 
lys” which to the writer’s eye has always seemed very remote 
from facts. 

The rainbow symbol is carried in the seven-banded border which 
surrounds the upper part of the seal. 

From these details, freely borrowed, the writer, as a “compiler” 
rather than as a “designer” has made the seal illustrated, believing 
that they are more interesting than any pattern he might invent 
or any symbolism that he might create and that this conventional 
treatment is more suited to the purposes of the design than the 
more life-like representations that are so often used. 



SOME IRIS CONNOTATIONS 

By Mary Judson Averett 

This article has no practical value. Its text, taken from Web¬ 
ster’s Universal Dictionary, reads: “Connotation—implication of 
something other than itself. ’ ’ The author submits that one of the 
great pleasures in growing Irises is derived from the things thej 
make you think about, that these implications trespass upon the 
realms of geography, history, science, philosophy, poetry, and 
others ad infinitum, and that the members of this Society who con¬ 
fine their interest and reading to cultural and pictorial aspects 
deprive themselves of wealth which neither moth nor rust can cor¬ 
rupt nor thieves break through and steal. 

Perhaps the very first of these implications to dawn upon a 
gardener’s consciousness is that of personal association, for we are 
never cured of giving away plants, collecting them from the wild, 
buying them for the sake of a name. One garden I know has a 
hed in which are segregated such inhabitants as are valued more 
for what they mean than for their appeal to the eye. In my own, 
the Iris Anne Leslie, growing in front of I. pallida Dalmatiea and 
rising among light and dark pink pyrethrums, makes a lovely pic¬ 
ture each June. The new Symposium drops its rating from eighty- 
t ree to seventy-four without lowering mv annreeiatirm for every 

“The spacious firmament on high 
With all the blue ethereal sky.” 



Legend follows it down through Egypt, Palestine, all those Mediter¬ 
ranean countries swept by the Saracens, and farther away into 
Japan. “It is so useful to have plenty of plants with a history,” 
writes E. A. Bowles in My Garden in Summer, “When one trots 
a Nature-study class or a local Horticultural Society round the 
garden it is enough to point out interesting structures, botanical 
peculiarities and relationships, but bodies of non-gardening folk 
require condensed novels, weird legends of plants with a past, such 
as Mistletoe and Mandrake. * * * * j. tectorum always makes a 
good text, but is better when in flower. You can work up the 
agony of the awful famine and the wisdom of the Japanese Gov¬ 
ernment in ordering every scrap of garden ground to be planted 
with grain, and the despair of the ladies who depended on the Iris 
for hair-dye, face powder, or corn-plasters, or anything you think 
interests your audience—even the love of Beauty which led them 
to almost worship its flowers, if you have an Art class before you. 
The final brilliant idea of planting it on the thatch of the houses, 
and how it thrives there, &e., and then you had better hurry on to 
your next penny novelette before too many questions are asked 
about his none too authentic story. If only the Burning Bush, 
Dictamnus Fraxinella, would bum when you wanted it to, and 
New Zealand Flax, Phormium tenax, grow as freely here as in 
Ireland to provide enough leaves for each visitor to scrape and 
extract the strong fibre to twist into whip thongs, one could do 
without lying about I. tectorum 

In the late summer when the last bud of Iris dichotoma has had 
its short hour of beauty and is twisted and dried, the very names 
on the labels fill the mind of the worker with images: images of 
color—white albicans, golden aurea, tawny fulva, veined variegata, 
particolored versicolor; images of form and habit—cristata with 
its crested falls, hexagona perhaps maturing its six-ribbed ovary, 
graminea of the grass like leaves, foliosa hiding its flowers in its 
luxurious foliage, aphylla now ripening for its leafless winter rest; 
and, best of all, images of place. On the wings of place names 
(geographical implications, if you pleasey the Iris lover may, like 
Thoreau, travel much in a garden area far smaller than Concord. 
Persica, kashmiriana, bucharica, caucasica—‘£ Their names of moun¬ 
tain music are words with magic powers” to conjure up visions of 
“sky-searching” peaks, glistening ice-mantled shoulders, deep blue 
vales, clear, sparkling atmosphere, all flooded with the dependable 
sunshine of high, dry countries. But when the day's dividing and 
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tally recorded. Not only did soldiers and travelers bring home 
strange plants from far countries, but as early as the sixteenth 
century, perhaps earlier, men went to lands both new and old 
especially to search them out even as happens now. In the southern 
part of the United States new species of Irises are still being dis¬ 
covered. A method of collecting open to all of us is that practiced 
by Sir Michael Foster, who “had little opportunity of collecting 
for himself,” but he let his hobby get widely known, and travelers 
of all kinds, especially perhaps missionaries, sent him bulbs and 
rhizomes. His monograph on Bulbous Irises contains frequent 
mention of American missionaries in the middle East. But re¬ 
cently I heard a globe-trotter complain that she had carefully col¬ 
lected Iris seeds from the wall of China, and carried them half 
around the world only to find at her journey’s end that their kind 
already grew abundantly in the garden to whieh she had hoped she 
was carrying treasure. 

Not particularly surprising is it to find that wild Irises have 
been known and collected throughout the centuries of history and 
even that six extinct species are said to have been described from 
the Tertiary deposits of Europe, but the seedling raiser, riding a 
hobby new and fresh to him, meets the knowledge of its antiquity 
with amazement. Here in his own garden grow Flavescens, a debu¬ 
tante in 1813, Jacquesiana in 1840, Mme. Chereau in 1834, Inno- 
cenza in 1854, and Queen of May before 1859. In one of our early 
Buttetins Ernest H. Krelage says that Lemon in 1842 listed over one 
hundred and fifty distinct varieties. In these same middle years 
of the last century Johann Gregor Mendel, an Austrian monk, was 
conducting careful experiments in cross fertilization of garden peas 
from which he deducted certain laws of heredity. Though his 
discoveries were published in 1865 they lay in oblivion for thirty- 
five years. “This seems inexplicable,” says the Americana, “as his 
researches were of the nature to commend them to his studious 
contemporaries, among them Darwin, who entirely missed his con¬ 
tribution even though the Briinn society exchanged with the Royal 
Society of London.” Yet it is to Mendel’s laws that we owe many 
of our modern, highly rated Irises, among them San Francisco, 
which “is not a break or accident of plant breeding, but was care¬ 
fully planned for and its advent confidently predicted by Mr. 
Mitchell before its first flowering in his garden.” 

Encouraged by this practical outcome of the seemingly irrele¬ 
vant ways of garden peas, I am emboldened to record an observa- 



tion on the habits of the Iris borer, even this pest being capable of 
a contribution to connotative garden pleasure. In the days of 
youth, as all A. I. S. members know, this creature feeds on the 
innermost, tender leaves of the growing sheaf, but in maturity it 
eats the stored supplies of the rhizome and those only. It gives 
up salad, as it were, and lives on potatoes. This definite change of 
diet becomes conspicuous in an infested bed of a species with small 
rhizomes like I. tectorum. Here I have found rhizome after 
rhizome completely hollowed out and abandoned, but in no single 
case have I found the succulent growing end damaged. Always 
enough is left to insure another crop of leaves and rhizomes for 
the next brood of larvae. May not this change of feeding habit 
be an adaptation to secure vegetative reproduction of the Iris for 
the benefit of the borer’s progeny? Flowers and reproduction by 
seed would appear to have no value in the economy of Macronodua 
onusta Grote. 

For the benefit of any who might be interested in following the 
trail of implications without practical value and who find large 
libraries inaccessible, there is appended a short list of books rea¬ 
sonable in price and still available from their publishers. Like bone 
meal their action is slow and indirect but sure, lasting, and guaran¬ 
teed to do no harm. The rhizome of an idea planted in the con¬ 
genial soil of a speculative mind and nourished from an open book 
will put forth new shoots and flower delightfully into thoughts 
which come unbidden even in the busiest garden hours. “In mat¬ 
ters of observation,” said Pasteur, “chance favors only the mind 
which is informed.” 

Handbook of Garden Irises, W. R. Dykes. London: Martin 
Hopkinson Co. Ltd., 1924. Reviewed by Mr. Wister in Bulletin 
No* ,12; ®“d by Mrs- McKinney to be “indispensable to the 
gardener who likes also to know the bones and sinews and dismem¬ 
bered parts of his plants” and, I would add, to those interested in 
the native habitat of their garden immigrants 

HolfL^r^™’\Tiam P- Ganon8- N™ York: Henry 
mw ht m" t b°°k °n botan5r lor the non-botanist, nol 
sSU Ummated by tbe antbOT’s infectious delight in hi: 

donP£TllP!“V^n Hawks. London: The Shel- 
W Fi D“d “ by Tha Macmillan Com 
reviewed in the tfafcLf 



meaty book, like a rich plum pudding which has hardly enough 
containing dough for easy mastication; it supplies an essential 
vitamin heretofore absent from the carte du jour of garden litera¬ 
ture. “It has been our endeavor,” says the author, “to trace the 
work of the pioneers who opened up to the world some of the 
treasures of what is vaguely termed the vegetable kingdom, and 
this we have done from earliest times through the ages to the 19th 
century. It is hoped that in the near future it will be possible to 
publish a companion volume dealing with the “Pioneers of Plant 
Culture” and advancing the story of plant knowledge from the 
early 19th century to the present day, thus completing the story 
commenced in this first volume.” 

“The Development of the Tall Bearded Irises in the 19th Cen¬ 
tury,” Ernest H. Krelage; “Sir Michael Foster and his Irises,” 
Sir Arthur Hort. Both articles in Bulletin No. 2 and both full 
of the flavor of personal experience. 

“The Iris of Gerard’s Herbal,” B. Y. Morrison, Bulletin No. 
20. Five pages of photographic reproductions of the original wood- 
cuts, liberal quotations from the quaint text, and discerning com¬ 
ment. Proof readers will be entertained to note that accidental 
mixing of picture-titles had already begun to happen as far back 
as 1597. 

Daedalus, or Science & the Future, J. B. S. Haldane. 
Prometheus, or Biology and the Advancement of Man, H. S. 

Jennings. These two little books belong to Dutton’s To-day and 
To-morrow Series. While they may seem a long way from gardens 
and Irises, your attention is called to the fact that Tennyson’s lines 
on the flower in the crannied wall become more obviously true with 
each passing year. 

The Melody of Earth, An Anthology of Garden and Nature 
Poems from Present Day Poets, Mrs. Waldo Richards. Boston 
and New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1918. Uneven in quality, 
but well worth while. 

The Gypsy Trail, An Anthology for Campers, Pauline Goldmark 
and Mary Hopkins. New York: Mitchell Kennerly, 1914. Of a 
decidedly classical bias and not particularly of gardens but any 
doubting Thomas of a reader will find in Bliss Carman’s “April 
Weather” a germ always associated with garden fever and fervor. 

Edna St. Vincent Millay. This young poet is garden-minded; 
so habitual is her use of garden imagery that it pays to read every¬ 
thing she writes if only for the effulgence a glancing phrase may 
throw upon garden commonplaces. 
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SIDELIGHTS ON IRIS BEHAVIOR 

By J. Marion Shull 

tanding in two straight rows across the garden iif the spring of 
were more than seventy young Iris seedlings, the progeny of 

\roja71a by Lent A. Williamson, bred together here for the first 
time in any garden. When they 
began to bloom in 1920 the uni¬ 
formity of high quality was very 
striking. All were tall, large flow¬ 
ered, fragrant, and in fact few if 
any would have deserved a rating 
on intrinsic values alone lower 
than properly belongs to Alcazar, 
some being very much like that 
variety. No wonder then that the 
usual discard of seedlings, that 
ruthless slaughter of the innocents, 
was long delayed in their case. 

Out of these were selected in 
1920 and 1921 the more outstand¬ 
ing individuals now widely known 
as Morning Splendor, Julia Mar¬ 
lowe, Tropic Seas, and Sir Gala- 
had, along with several others that 

Sorts of an Iris to reach seemed particularly worth saving, 
e in the sun^when^buried rePresenting considerable differ- 
! down under six inches of ences form and color of flowers, 
from June to the following Then, not having as yet acquired 

rch. The lateral buds have the necessary hardness of heart to 

to^itlT^eftttite^batern^es ttiein the residue were 
leaf scales at the nodes.68 all°wed to remain where they stood 

f°r a period of years, with little 
:ard to crowding or cultivation, or in fact to anything except the 
loyment of their splendid bloom and delightful fragrance year 
er year. That they should have thrived here for eight years 
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with such slight attention, without thinning or resetting or pamper¬ 
ing of any kind, is strong testimony concerning their quality as 
good citizens of the Iris world. Furthermore they afford a side¬ 
light on the question of lime requirement of the Tall Bearded 
Iris, for this soil, submitted to the Bureau of Soils for testing, 
proved to be slightly on the acid side of neutral. Incidentally it 
might be added that plants from this same group were shared with 
a neighbor who is the head of the botany department of George 
Washington University and whose hobby led him to considerable 
lengths in providing acid soil conditions for his Ericaceae and 
other acid loving wildlings brought home from the woods. Into 
these specially prepared beds some of the rhizomes were planted 
and presently thrived so mightily that they threatened the life and 
comfort of the earlier settlers. With evidence such as this it is 
hard to believe that one of the first requirements of the Tall 
Bearded Iris can be abundance of lime as taught by so many writ¬ 
ers both European and American. One is warranted in suspecting 
that whatever good effects are observed as a result of adding lime 
rubble or ground limestone to soils for Iris is due not to the chemi¬ 
cal effect of lime, but entirely to improved mechanical or drainage 
effects so brought about. 

But to return to these thriving but neglected plants. There 
came a time when space limits of an inexpansible garden demanded 
their removal to make way for things of more import if hot of 
greater worth. Weeds were much in evidence and difficult of 
eradication from among the hard-pressed rhizomes, and in addi¬ 
tion it was felt that this constituted too much of a borer paradise, 
or at least a quite potential factor militating against any real con¬ 
trol of this insect pest. These several considerations converged to 
bring about their eviction after they had bloomed in 1927. The 
tops were mowed off with a scythe to intercept any borers that 
might be working in the foliage, as they would still be at that time. 
The crop of “hay’' being too heavy to turn under was removed, 
and then to avoid the great labor of removing the rhizomes bit 
by bit it was decided merely to spade the ground deeply, care 
being taken to secure as complete and thorough burial of the plant 
material as possible that it might smother and decay. This ground 
was destined to the growing of vegetables in order to secure clean 
cultivation and the ultimate eradication of the Iris, and to that 
end carried a crop of lettuce during the latter portion of 1927. 



Of course here and there spears of Iris would from time to time 
make their way to the surface and be hoed off like any other weeds. 

Late in March, 1928, this same ground was spaded again in 
preparation for early spring vegetables. Now we all know with 
what perfect ease a twenty-dollar rhizome can depart this life when 
covered ever so little more than it should be with earth, but many 
of these things whose useful decay in the interest of a succeeding 
era of garden life had been sought remained quite sound and 
ready to carry on. Notwithstanding the fact that they had lain 
upon their backs all this while beneath a good six inches of soil 
they were making a determined effort to reach daylight and oppor¬ 
tunity. Note from the photograph how what should have been 
thickened, fleshy rhizomes have instead became attenuated, slender 
rootstoeks, burrowing upward through the confining earth. These 
blanched stems are clothed at nearly half-inch intervals with leaves 
reduced to mere scales, but once the light had been reached these 
would have broadened out and have developed their normal green 
color; the tip of the slender stalk would have thickened and started 
anew on its horizontal growth along the surface, and presently a 
splendid bloom stem would have appeared to crown their persistent 
efforts. 

Two lessons of some import may be derived from this presenta¬ 
tion; first for the grower of Iris in the ordinary garden there is 
the unavoidable postponement of bloom when an Iris is planted 
too deep and must undergo this process of attenuation and subse¬ 
quent recovery of its position in the sun before blossom buds can 
be formed; and for the commercial grower who would make sure 
of sending out varieties true to name, the necessity of growing 
some other crop after Iris long enough to insure its complete dis¬ 
appearance before planting the same ground in Iris again. 

Members will find the illustration of Iris tectorum and the brief 
accompanying text in the January issue of the National Horticul¬ 
tural Magazine unusually pleasant. An article on Planting and. 
Design (the first of a series) should also have its appeal to all gar¬ 
deners as it presents the elemental underlying our development of 
plantings for seasonal and color effect. Our interest may start with 
the love of color or of one sort of flower but it invariably develops 
mto an appreciation of how these can be arranged in proper settings. 



GARDEN PICTURES—3 

A Wee Garden 

By R. S. Sturtevant 

Out from the north end of the big living room is a bit of lawn 
and then a rising sweep of meadow and orchard, the topmost trees 
in silhouette against the sky. Such was the site of a little garden 
set into the hillside, its paved central panel a few steps below the 
grass terrace, its inclosure a low planted wall with the flower beds 
sloping upward to the natural grade and crowned with a low rail 
support for climbing roses. Thus with the rising ground and the 
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THE FARR MEMORIAL 

Richardson Wright 
Chairman of the Farr Memorial Committee 

In February, 1928, the Directors of the American Iris Society de¬ 
cided that the Society’s memorial to the late Bertrand H. Farr 
should take the form of one or more traveling libraries, containing 



a selection of the best books and pamphlets on Iris. These libraries 
were designed for the use of organizations and individuals in all 
parts of the country. 

Subscriptions to this Farr Memorial Fund were liberally con¬ 
tributed by members of the Society and others whose gardens have 
been made more lovely by the presence in them of Iris created by 
Mr. Farr. At the present writing (late November) the fund is 
close to $900, and several generous members are just awaiting this 
report before they follow the impulse to make the sum a round 
thousand dollars. 

The necessary books and pamphlets have been purchased and 
the boxes for shipping the libraries built, as will be seen in the 
accompanying illustration. The residue of the fund will be held 
in a Special Interest Account, the accruing interest being used for 
additions to the libraries and their general upkeep. This Farr 
Memorial, thanks to the generosity of our members and friends, 
will be self-contained and self-supporting. 

The Books in the Library 
The Farr Memorial Library consists of a strong shipping box 

in which are neatly packed the following: 
The Genus Iris—W. E. Dykes. 
A Handbook of Garden Irises—W. E. Dykes. 
Irises—W. B. Dykes. 
Bulbous Irises—Sir Michael Foster. 
A Book of the Iris—E. I. Lynch. 
Les Iris dans les Jardins—Correvon et Masse. 
The Iris—John C. Wister. 

; Iris In The Little Garden—Ella Porter McKinney. 

The Iris—Walter Stager. 
Addisonia, December 1924 and March 1927. 
Bearded Iris and A Study of the Pogoniris Varieties—i 
Bulletins of the American Iris Society—Nos. 1 to 29. 
Bulletins of The Iris Society (England), Nos. 1-5. 
Garden Irises—B. Y. Morrison—Farmer’s Bulletin 1406. 
1 package of Membership Applications for the American 

While these volumes do not exhaust all the available literature 
t on the Iris, they are the books necessary to that thorough working 

knowledge which is desirable for intelligent gardeners and garden 
clubs. They have been so selected as to meet the needs of the 

[ beginner, the sophisticated Iris devotee and the botanist alike. The 

I Committee suggests that the volumes be classified in interest as 

I follows: 



the Veriest Iris Beginner— 
American Iris Society Bulletins Nos. 10, 
The Iris—John C. Wister. 
Irises—W. B. Dykes. 
Irises—F. F. Rockwell. 
Iris In The Little Garden—EUa Porter 

II and 28. 

McKinney. 

is Devotee and the Botauically Inelii 
lenus Iris—W. B. Dykes, 
book of Garden Iris—W. R. Dykes, 
ok of the Iris—R. I. Lynch. 

How to Obtain the Farr Library 
For the convenience of distribution the Committee has divided 

the country into three sections, furnishing one complete traveling 
library to each. 

(1) The Atlantic Seaboard and west to the Alleghenies. The 
library for this section will be deposited with the Horticultural 
Society of New York and be distributed from its offices. Clubs 
and members desiring use of this library can make application for 
it to Mrs. Elizabeth Peterson, Horticultural Society of New York, 
598 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

(2) The Middle States—from the Alleghenies to the Rockies. 
The library for this section will be deposited with the Missouri 
Botanical Garden. Application for its use should be sent to Miss 

• Katherine H. Leigh, Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri. 
(3) The Pacific Coast library is in charge of Sydney B. Mit¬ 

chell. School of Librarianship, the University of California, Berke¬ 
ley, Calif., and individuals or elubs in this district desiring to use 
it should make application to Mr. Mitchell. 

The procedure for obtaining this library will be as follows: 
(1) Written application for the use of the library is sent to 

the sectional custodian. The privileges will be extended in the 
order the applications are received. 

(„2* The W lining the library is then sent by express to 
fte officer representmg the club. It will be necessary for the clnb 

JkvondrtT58 ' ^ b°th WayS~~both from to ‘he custodian, 
o^art “PenSe eXPr<!SSaSe thC USe 0f the »*>rary is w!th' 

offi^cr*^ irt^b—wiu maii to;he y . e 10efe* lhls ls t0 returned to the custodian 



when the box is returned. Heavy linen envelopes will be provided 
for this purpose. 

(4) The allotted time having expired, the officer of the club 
will check up the contents of the box with the list that is attached 
to the inside lid, lock it, express the box to the sectional custodian 
and mail him the key. 

Note: Since there is a heavy demand for the use of these 
libraries, it will be necessary to restrict the time they may be held 
by a club to one month. For the present the use of these libraries 
can be extended only to clubs. 

How to Use the Library 
In addition to the suggestion of which books will interest the 

beginner and which the sophisticated devotee and botanist, the 
! Committee suggests that the societies using these libraries will 

make an event of their arrival: devote one meeting to the discus- 
; sion of Irises. This might profitably be done after the members 
I have had an opportunity to read the books. 

It is suggested that garden clubs contemplating the use of the 
Farr Memorial Library also avail themselves of the lantern slides 

I of the American Iris Society for their Iris meeting. These slides 
I are a comprehensive collection which is being constantly augmented. 
I Application for them should be sent to Samuel L. Earle, 1223 

Mazuma Ave., Birmingham, Ala. The charge for their use is $10, 
the recipient club paying the expressage. 

It is also hoped that on this occasion some member may ex- 
I plain to the club what the American Iris Society is doing for its 
I members and for the furtherance of Iris culture in America. 
[ These facts will be found on the membership cards contained in 
I each library and on page 3 of the Bulletin No. 26. 

It would also be considered a pleasant courtesy if the secretary 
k of each garden club enjoying the benefits and privileges of the Farr 
I Memorial Library should send a list of the names and addresses 
[ of its members to our Secretary, J. B. Wallace, 129 Church Street, 

I New Haven, Conn. 
In offering this valuable library of Iris lore to American Lar- 

I derners, the American Iris Society feels that in a unique way it is 
I carrying on the aspirations of him in whose memory it has been 
I established. ‘ ‘ Iris everywhere and better Iris every year ’ ’ was the 
I ideal of Bertrand H. Farr. May it find abundant accomplishment 

I in our gardens. 



CONTRIBUTORS TO THE FARR MEMORIAL FUND 



1928 REPORTS 

President’s Report for the Year'Ending December 31,1928 
It seems hard to believe that this, our ninth year, has sped by so 

rapidly. The reports of our various Committees as published in the 
Bulletins have kept our members so well informed that there 
remains little new to be put in this report. I am happy, however, 
to report again a healthy growth of our membership and I want to 
take this opportunity to thank our members who have helped us 
by interesting their friends in the Society. Our Regional Vice 
President, Mr. F. X. Schreiner, holds the record for bringing us 
the most new members, so special congratulations are due him. 

The better organization which I commented upon a year ago 
has shown results in the bettered service to our members, and many 
letters received by the officers testify to the fact that this is 
appreciated. 

The happiest news of the year has been the establishment of 
the Farr Memorial Traveling Library. There were many different 
suggestions as to what might be the most fitting memorial to the 
man to whom more than to any other is due the present popularity 
of the Iris in this country, but I feel sure that nothing could have 
appealed to Mr. Farr more than such a library which will bring to 
the smallest community an opportunity to study Iris. The thanks 
of the Society are due Mr. Wright for the able way he has planned 
the details of the project and has so promptly made the project 
a reality. 

As long ago as the organization meeting some one suggested that 
one test garden would not be sufficient for a society such as ours; 
that what we needed were gardens on each coast connected by 
others in the different climates of the middle of the continent. This 
dream has now at last become a reality with the establishment of 
the new California Botanic Garden at Sawtelle. It takes some 
years to get a good Iris collection together, and to determine the 
most useful work a particular garden can do and to get that work 
successfully under way. 

Our research work has continued. Some thousands of seed¬ 
lings from the 1927 breeding work are now growing at the New 

[23] 



York Botanic Garden and some of these should bloom in 1929. At 
Brooklyn the work with Japanese Iris has continued and Dr. Reed 
published a preliminary classification in the July Bulletin. The 
photographs of the Iris Borer, taken by Mr. Donald Ries as part 
of his studies of this insect, were exhibited at the annual meeting 
and at a number of Iris shows. 

The Symposium which was published in July has excited fav¬ 
orable comment from the gardening press as well as from our mem¬ 
bers. There can be no doubt that it fills a long felt want. An 
even greater task, the new Check List has been under way for more 
than a year. Our members are anxious to receive this, but owing 
to its size it may prove too great a burden on the finances of the 
society and may therefore have to be published by private subscrip¬ 
tion. Our members are also anxious to receive the new Classifica¬ 
tion on which much work has been done; this, like the Symposium 
and Check List, is a big task for our small resources; like them it is 
being prepared in the spare time of a few of our most enthusiastic 
workers and, alas, the modem world keeps us all so busy that none 
of us have much spare time. So the work must go slowly. 

The annual meeting at Freeport brought together members 
from more widely separated states than any previous meeting. We 
all enjoyed the splendid show, the fine gardens which were so 
graciously opened for us, and I wish again to express the thanks 
of the Society to our hospitable Freeport friends. These gather¬ 
ings are becoming more and more enjoyable as our members get to 
know each other better. 

Each year conti 
Irises. They come in such 
We see them in shows, in private collections 

helps ns appraise soTe oTthl, 

on Those who trv tW° ^ ' fnough distributed to be voted 

Display Gardens tn 1^“ T“* “d 
on American gardening. Too lomr wf T ?T°*0Xmd session 
the general gardener^ Weiavel^ri*^neglected * 
knowledge to our members. Let us^o—- enthusiasm and Ins 
the cultivation of our favorite flower^ " 

! the introduction of many fine new 
quantities that they are confusing. 

ow encourage all gardeners in 
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REPORTS OF TEST GARDENS 
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Iris Beds at Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
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the plants in Mr. Hart’s possession. His collection has proved 1 
the best sources for a wide range of varieties originally introduced from Japan. 

Siberian and Miscellaneous Beardless Iris.—The varieties of the Siberian 
group and the various species gave excellent bloom during the past season. 
These plants were all well established, having been transplanted in the fall of 
1926. Consequently, we had good-sized clumps which produced abundant 
flowers. A large number of additions to the varieties have been made. 

Most of the species of Beardless Iris bloomed satisfactorily during the 
past season. A large number of seedlings are growing and some of these 
flowered. 

The plants suffered from the usual Iris maladies, the most serious losses 
being among the Japanese varieties. Several plants died during the blooming 
season or soon thereafter. The same general types of diseases were observed 
as reported upon last year. In addition, the maggots or larvae of the fly 
Chaetopsis fulvifrons was found associated with many of the dying plants. 
One of our most important problems in connection with the Beardless Iris is 
that of working out the true story of the various maladies. 

As is well known, the winter of 1927-1928 was unusually severe on plants, 
mlting in heaving. So far as I was able 

sustained no loss on account of these unfavorable 
winter conditions. Many of our plants had to be pushed back into the ground 
in the spring, but they took hold and survived. Our losses came later in the 

all with the previous winter 
conditions. 

Some of c 
thing else, i 
the Beardless Iris collection. There s 
resented among the Japanese varieties. We have not as yet fully determined 
how many of these are similar. Progress, however, has been made in this 
direction, and a large proportion of the plants have been correctly identified. 

tion. We lack, however, many varieties originally imported from Japan. 
Apparently it is no longer possible to secure these from American nurserymen 
who imported them from Japan several years ago. The interesting question 
comes up as to what has become of the large numbers of named varieties 
originally brought into this country. It is also interesting to note the rapid 
changes which take place in the lists of Japanese Iris offered by our nurserymen. 

We have forty-nine named varieties of the true Siberian Iris in our collec- 

mately fifty species of Beardless Iris. Again, there are a number of plants 
under other names, but they are probably merely varieties of the recognized 

Some additional watercolor drawings were made by Miss Louise B. Mans- 
work this past year. 

y, Mr. William J. Matheson, 
Mr. H. S. Smith and Mrs. Wheeler H. Peekham contributed to the financial 
support of the project. 
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> us. Before reports of 
l demand by the gai 

Minnesota 
A new test garden has been started by Mr. F. X. Schreiner on the grounds 

collection and contributions have been made from the N. Y. Botanical Garden. 
There is also a display garden in Como Park in which Mr. Schreiner is inter¬ 
ested. It is urged that members living in the neighborhood of St. Paul should 
contribute to these gardens, sending the plants to Mr. Schreiner at Route 1, 
Riverview Station, St. Paul, Minnesota. Of course the varieties for the display 
garden should be limited to those of fairly high rating as we wish a park- 
visiting public to see and like the better things and we believe the standard of 
culture in this park is beyond the average. For the Test Gardens everything 

University of Saskatchewan 
The Iris collection here may really be considered as a Test Garden for 

while there is not a very large number of varieties, the idea is to test the 
hardiness of certain groups and obtain accurate reports. Three large boxes of 

ing been produced by hybridizers in the United States. Others known to be 
very hardy and floriferous in this vicinity were also sent and it is hoped that 

like fifty years ago and to know that now there is a University upon whose 
grounds we may test out our Irises. 

Canadian members could contribute to this garden as they need no 
permit. Others wishing to do so from this Country should write to Pro¬ 
fessor C. F. Patterson, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Canada, and he will get a permit of entry for the number of plants proposed 
to be shipped. 

As to the general policy of the Test Garden Committee, it is eventually to 
have such a garden in each State. When collections are more complete, to 
compare hardiness and culture records'and to use the garden as a basis for 
many scientific tests. It is now proposed to lay out an “heredity bed” in 
New York and suggestions as to how to go about this will be welcomed. The 
files of the gardens are in what might be termed a healthy condition without 
too much piling up of work undone. The Committee wishes gratefully to thank 
all those who have contributed in any way to these gardens whether by work, 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chairman. 

[39] 



REPORT OF DISPLAY GARDENS, 1928 
To be able to record for the season of 1928 the establishing of nine new 

Committee, and to each American Iris Society member and friend whose aid 



Iris Garden, Forest Park, Springfield, Mass., 1928 
planting of irregular outline around the grounds of the library. In the collec¬ 
tion there are about two hundred and twenty varieties, nearly all of which have 
recently been divided and reset, the work having been done -under the auspices 
of the Garden Club of Larehmont, village authorities cooperating. 

The STONINGTON Historical Society and the STONINGTON Garden 
Club (Connecticut) unite to sponsor the Display Garden in their city. The 
planting was first set in 1926 on the Old Lighthouse Grounds—a collection of 
over a hundred varieties which should be available for exhibition in early June 
of next year, Dr. Williams reports. 

In July, 1927, plans were undertaken for an exhibition planting on the 
College grounds at the University of New Hampshire, located at DURHAM, 
the College of Agriculture sponsoring the garden, With Prof. Potter in direct 
supervision. The plantation this year produced some very fine blooms, but not 
sufficient in number to warrant holding a field day. It is hoped that the collec¬ 
tion can be considerably enlarged next season, since it is so favorably located 
as to be assured of excellent care. A garden newly established this year is at 
HEENE (New Hampshire) at the Normal School. Mrs. Nesmith, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of the New England region, has aided in choosing the location for the 
planting and has given from her own garden toward the collection of a hundred 
or so varieties, securing other gifts from the Harvard Botanic Garden, and 
from Springfield. 
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Massachusetts leads the states in the number of display plantings, four 
being located within its boundaries. The first was established in 1927 at Forest 
Park, in SPRINGFIELD, and is under the supervision of the Department of 
Parks; a second was acquired at the Harvard Botanic Garden, in CAMBRIDGE, 

year, i sitm 
Massachusetts Agricultural College at AMHERST, while plans for the other 
are being prepared in HAVERHILL by the Park Department. The SPRING- \ 
FIELD garden possesses a very fine collection, having this season added some 
exceptionally good varieties—gifts from private gardens, from the Bronx 
Botanical, and from Cornell, the collection now numbering at least four hundred 
varieties. Mr. G. Allison Mills is at the head of the Iris Department and both 
he and Mr. Ladd are keenly interested in the garden. A field day, held in 
June, was well attended. To AMHERST have been sent gifts of about a 
hundred varieties this season for the newly established planting there—a garden 
sponsored by the Agricultural College and under the supervision of Prof. 
Thayer. It is always gratifying to secure the cooperation of the State Agri¬ 
cultural Colleges for theirs is the logical location for such plantings as we wish 
to have established in each state. HAVERHILL, whose affiliation with the 
American Iris Society is also of this season, has placed the stock of plants 
received into temporary quarters and in the Spring the Park Department will 
have the grounds landscaped so that the Irises may be arranged in the best 
possible setting. The HARVARD BOTANIC GARDEN, at CAMBRIDGE, 
has a splendid collection of four hundred of the Tall Bearded Irises, this 

first named are most of Miss Sturtevant’s introductions, a gift from her; Mr. 
B. Y. Morrison has sent twenty of his newer ones; from Sass Brothers came 
about twenty of their own originations; also new varieties were sent by many 
other members and friends, making altogether a collection of which Harvard 
Botanic and Mr. Hamblin, Director of the Garden, may justly be proud. 

Under the auspices of the State of New Jersey Agricultural Experiment 
Station a garden was planted in the Fall of 1927 at NEW BRUNSWICK, 
Prof. Connors of the Department of Horticulture, in charge. And from 
NEWARK the Essex County Park Commission aid in a garden, begun in 

beerprbeesentld6toath0rclge —* ^ ^ atock haviDg 

The Central States have 
Illinois, BELLEVILLE v 
St. Henry’s College, the a 

9 yet but two gardens, both recently undertaken. 
1 establish a planting next season on the grounds 
horities of the College agreeing to attend to the 

7-- ~ LU 1)6 planted borders on a lake—a property ideal 
in so far as drainage, soil, and moisture are concerned The Garden at 
GOODLAND (Indiana) is sponsored by the Goodland Garden Sub andbythe 
Park Board. The original stock for the planting is at present being grown 
in temporary quarters, and will later be added to and moved ffiTo immanent 

West of the Mississippi 
LINCOLN (Nebraski 
planting in charge at Gage Pa 
gardens as well Plants 

eiety and 
planting. 

sirs is already an excellent c 
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ACTIVITIES DURING 1928 

ANNUAL MEETING, FREEPORT, ILLINOIS, 
JUNE 6, 1928 

The President’s report has already referred to the large attend¬ 
ance. This was due in part to the fact that it was the first meeting 
to be held west of Chicago and in a locality convenient to direct 
railroad connections from all parts of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Nebraska, and Minnesota, a large territory from which it has not 
heretofore been convenient for members to come to our meetings. 
But much more was it due to the reputation of Freeport as an Iris 
growing center which had staged many fine Iris shows in recent 

The Freeport people certainly lived up to their reputation for 
efficient organization for the Iris show was put on beautifully ac¬ 
cording to carefully laid plans, and there was a minimum of the 
friction, vexations and delays that so often come up at the last 
minute among less experienced exhibitors. Despite recent severe 
storms the quality of the flowers was very fine and many classes 
brought out close competition and made difficult judging. An 
innovation at the show was the fact that not alone were the Irises 
labeled—our members were registered and labeled as they came in! 
This gave everybody an opportunity to know everybody else, and 
we all met members whom we had hitherto known by name only. 

The show was wonderfully advertised and drew a large paid 
attendance. This was a revelation to many who had struggled 
with Iris shows in various parts of the country and who had put 
on good exhibits only to be disappointed by small attendance. A 
good attendance is not an accident but the result of efficient 
preparation and wise publicity. 

Official details of the show (briefly given in Bulletin 29), can 
not convey to those who were not present the great interest that 
attached to such fine exhibits as Mrs. Pattison’s, which was not 
entered in competition. It was evident that most of our members 
were seeing these varieties for the first time and there were con¬ 
stant discussions about the merits (or otherwise) of this or that 
expensive novelty. Sueh#discussion naturally led to visits by hun¬ 
dreds of persons to Mrs. Pattison’s garden where the varieties 
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could be seen growing and where such varieties as Mrs. Valerie 
West and Peerless were constant centers of attraction. Many 
other fine Freeport gardens were graciously opened to our 
members. 

Our members were guests at the banquet given at the Freeport 
Country Club in the evening. We were welcomed by the toast¬ 
master, Mr. Douglas Pattison, and by the Mayor of the city, who 
remarked that he wasn't an orator, couldn't make a speech, hut 
that he could promise out of town automobilists that they would 
not be arrested if they happened to get mixed up about the local 
traffic regulations or parked in wrong places by mistake! This 
statement met with more enthusiasm than any long or elaborate 
speech. 

But little business was transacted at the annual meeting. The 
hour was late and all present had had a strenuous day. After 
the formal introduction by the toastmaster, the President reported 
briefly on the work of the Society for the year. Reports which 
were read from the Secretary and the Treasurer, both of whom 
were in Europe, showed the healthy condition of the Society as 
regards memberships and finances. Brief reports were presented 
by various committee chairmen who were present, and then dis¬ 
cussion was thrown open to the members. Many phases of Iris 
growing were presented from the point of view of the different 
climates in which various members lived and such discussions, 
arguments or questions constitute the greatest value of any horti¬ 
cultural meeting. The smallest and most modest grower may have 
things to tell that are ot the greatest value. 

The morning after the meeting was again spent at the Show. 
The rock gardens referred to briefly in the show report proved to 

havl dine r“Tt than the !™- These gardens would 
ot tothl ml , V, o“d Central Palaee Show iu New York, or to the National Flower Show in Cleveland, and were a remark- 
able QXAIYItVIa A? atiikTicriAM^. _ i i v „ -1 Cleveland, and were a ren 

During a”d SkU1 n0t ordinarily met with, 
den Club which ^ WaS a meetinS of the Mid-West Gar- 

and<wres many 
While part of this meeting wasI f** 
tained to these clubs, a great deal 0^*^ t *£ 
Iris because the meeting j *tra tone was given to the 
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BLACK AND WHITE. TB (Bow.) 
BLACK BEAUTY. TB (Kirk.). 
BLUE BANNER. TB (Kirk.). 
BONITA. TB (Mohr-Mit.-Salb.). 
BONNIE LAD. TB (Home.). 
BBANGAENE. TB (Mor.). 
BBIAN BOBU. TB (Mor.). 

CALIDOBE. TB (Yeld). 
CAMILLA DUBUAE. TB (Lap.). 
CANUTE. TB (Mor.). 
CAPTAIN COURAGEOUS. TB 

(Bow.). 
CARNIVAL. TB (Wmsn.)> for¬ 

merly Sordida. 
CATHAY. TB (Mor.). 
CATHERINE CALISTA. TB 

(Tobie). 
CHALCEDONY. TB (Wmsn.). 
CHAMPION. TB (Kirk.). 
CHANTICLEER. TB (Home.). 
CHABIS. TB (Nes, 1927). 
CHARLEMANGE. TB (Kirk.). 
CHEVALIER. TB (Mor.). 
CHIANTI. TB (Wmsn.). 
CHRISTOPHE. Sib. (Free.), 
chrysaiola. Hex. (Small); new 

species. 

CIMBRIA TB (H. P. Sass). 
CINNABAR. TB (Wmsn.). 
COCKATOO. TB (Mor.). 
COLUSA TB (Mohr-Mit.-Salb.); 

formerly Consuelo. 
CONCHITA TB (Mohr-Mit.-Salb.). 
CORAL. TB (Mor.). 
CORONATION. TB (Moore). 
CORSAIR. TB (Mor.). 
CORSICAN. TB (Mor.). 
CYNRIC. TB (Yeld). 
CYPRIOTE. TB (Mor.). 

DREADNAUGHT. TB (Kirk.); H. 
M., A L S. 1928. 

ECSTACY. TB (Mor.). 
EDGE HILL. TB (Ayres). 
ELFIN WHITE. TB (Sim.). 
EL MORENO. TB (Sher.). 
ERIN. TB (Mor.). 
ESCAMILLO. TB (Mor.). 
ESTRELLON. TB (Mohr-Mit.- 

Salb.); formerly Estrella. 
EUPHEMIA. TB (Lap.). 
EUPHONI. TB (H. P. Sass); for¬ 

merly Firefly. 
EVENSONG. TB (Mor.). 
EXARCH. TB (Yeld). 

FAFNER. TB (Mor.). 
FAIRY LADY. TB (Mor.). 
FALCON. TB (Mor.). 
FESTIVE. TB (Mor.). 
FLAME. TB (Con.). 
FLAMINGO. TB (Wmsn.). 
FIREFALL. TB (Essig). 
FOLLY. TB (Mor.). 
FRIAR TUCK. TB (Wmsn.). 

GAY HUSSAR. TB (Wmsn.). 
GINEVRA. TB (Yeld). 
giganticaerulea, Hex. (Small); new 

GOLDEN GIFT. TB (Tobie). 
GOLDEN MAISE. TB (San.). 
GOLDEN STATE. Spur. (Bran.). 
GOLD DUST. TB (H. P. Sass). 
GOLD STANDARD. TB (Edl.). 
GOLD STREAM. TB (Edl.). 
GRAND MONARCH. TB (Row.). 
GREY LADY. TB (Pilk.). 
GREY PRINCE. TB (Sim.). 
GRISELDA. TB (Wmsn. No. 214). 
GRISETTE. TB (Wmsn. No. 335). 

DANUBE. TB (Home.). 
DOROTHY DIETZ. TB (Wmsn.). HELEN OF TROY. TB (Kirk.). 
DOXA. TB (H. P. Sass); Olive HENCHMAN. TB (Mor.). 

Giant. H. M., A. I. S. 1928. HERMITAGE. TB (Kirk.). 
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HIGHLIGHT. TB Y4 (Nes. 1927) ; 
formerly Golden Gleam 

HOARFROST. TB (Mor.). 
HOEDUR. TB (H. P. Sass). 
HONEYDROP. TB (Mor.). 
HYACINTHUS. TB (Wmsn). 
HYDROMEL. TB (Wmsn.). 
HYPNOS. TB (Con.). 
ILLUMINATOR. TB (Wmsn.). 
INDIAN. TB (H. P. Sass). 
INDIAN CHIEF. TB (Ayres). 

JADU. TB (Sturt.). 
JANE WILLIAMSON. TB (Wmsn.). 

KAFFIR. TB (Pilk.). 
KAITVEE. TB (Ayres). 
KENYA. TB (PUk.). 
KILLYLEAGH. TB (Ayres) 
KRISHNA. TB (Con.). 

LALLA ROOKH. TB (Horn 
LA REINE. TB (Kirk.). 
LILYBROW. TB (Yeld) 
LUCUMO. TB (Yeld). 

NOUREDDIN. TB (Cbn.). 
NUSKU. TB (Nes.). 
NYX; TB (H. P. Sass). 

ODALISQUE. TB (Mor.). 
OLD GOLD. TB (H. P. Sass). 
ONYX. TB (Wmsn.). 
OPALINE. TB (Wmsn.). 
OSSAR. TB (H. P. Sass). 

PADUSOY. TB (J. Sass); H. M.r 
A. I. S. 1928. 

PARROT. TB (Name). 
PARSIFAL. TB (Mor.). 
PARTHENON. TB (Con.). 
PELLENORE. TB (Yeld). 
PERSIA. TB (Ayres) ; H. M., A L 

S. 1928. 
PICADOR. TB (Mor.). 
PIRATE. TB (Mor.). 
PIXIE. DB (H. P. Sass). 
PURPLE EAST. TB (Sturt.). 
PURPLE EYE. TB (Tobie). 
PURPLE GLORY. TB (Piper). 

MANITOBA. TB (Pilk.). 
MARESCHAL NEY. TB (Wmsn 'i 
MABY ELIZABETH. 
MARY NOBLE. TB (Nes 1 
MATILDA. TB (j. SaWT 
MATULI. DB (Gem.)' 
miraculosa. Hex. (SmalD • 

species. ; ’ new 
MIRASOL. TB (Mohr-Mit Qoiv. \ 
MONTEREY TB 
MONTPELIER TB^i^8^0- 
MORNING GLORY. TB n 
MOTHER MACHREE 
MRS. WIGHT. r(HT ^;e)l 
MUSCATEL. TB (Wmsn) 

NANOOK. TB (Ayresl 
NEBULAE. TB (Sass B 
NEHAWKA. TB (J 

NORSEMAN. TB (Mor.). 

RAGUSA. TB (H. P. Sass). 
RAMESES. TB (H. P. Sass). 
RAPTURE. TB (Mor.). 
REDBANK. TB (Hall). 
RED DOMINION. TB (Ayres). 1 
RHEA. TB (Wmsn.). 
RIDGWAY. TB (Tobie). 
ROB ROY. TB (Kirk.). 
ROSE MARIE. TB (Home.). 
ROYAL ROBE. TB (Kirk.). H- 

M., A. I. S., 1928. 
ROZANNA. TB (Sim.). 

SACRAMENTO. TB (Mohr-Mit.- 
Salb.). 

SAGAMORE. Sib. (Berry). 
SAGGITARIUS. TB (Mor.). 
SAN DIEGO. TB (Mohr-Mit' 

Salb.). 
SAN LUIS REY. TB (Mohr-Mit' 



SEGOVIA. TB (Wmsn.). 
SELENE. TB (Con.). 
SENATOBIA. TB (Sim.). H. M., 

A. I. S. 1924. 
SENORITA. TB (Mohr-Mit.-Salb.). 
SERENA. TB (Yeld). 
SEVILLE. TB (Mor.). 
SIERRA LEONE. TB (Pilk.). 
SIR LAUNFAL. TB (Kirk.). 
SONATA. TB (Wmsn.). 
SONOMA. TB (Mohr-Mit.-Salb.). 
SOPHIE. TB (Lap.). 
STALWART. TB (Mor.). 
STIPPLES. TB (Essig). 
SUMMER CLOUD. TB (Kirk.). 
SUNSET GOLD. TB (Son.). 
SUNSTAR. TB (Mor.). 
SWEET SIXTEEN. TB (Lap.). 

TASMANIA. TB (Pilk.). 
TENNESSEE. TB (Kirk.). 
THALIARCH. TB (Yeld). 
TITANIA. DB (H. P. Sass). 
TUSCANY GOLD. TB (Wmsn.). 
TUSCARORA. TB (Wmsn.). 
UNCLE REMUS. TB (Essig). H. 

M., A. I. S., 1927. 

VIN ROUGE. TB (Home.). 
VIOLET CROWN. TB (Kirk.), 
violipurpurea. Hex. (Small); new 

species. 

WACONDA. TB (H. P. Sass). 
WOOD NYMPH. TB. (Mor.). 
ZAMORA. TB (Wmsn.). 
ZEALOT. TB (Mor.). 
ZINGARA. TB (Wmsn.). 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR 1928 

Additions to List of Introducers 
Higo. Higo Iris Society, Higo, Japan. 
Chugai. Chngai Shokubutsu Yen, Yamamoto, Nr. Kobe, Japan. 

Explanation. Species in bold lower case thus: korolkowi. Approved 
names in large and small capitals thus: PLUIE D’OR; Azure. Conflicting 
names, and those which have not yet been investigated, in lower case thus: 
Regulus. Synonyms in italics thus: Basona. Corrections have been left out as 
they will appear in the new CHECK LIST which will go to press soon after this 
Bulletin is published. 

The color key letters are from the plan adopted for the new CLASSIFICA¬ 
TION. B, is blue; R, red; W, white; Y, yellow; L, light; M, medium; D, dark; 
I and 7 are self; 2 and 8 plicata or veined; 3 and 9 bicolor. High numbers are 
on the red side. L. Corresponds to “listed.” The form used is that of the new 

ALAGOZ. Jap. (Chi. 1928) ; L. Chi. 1928; (No. 203). 
Alcazar II. TB-B3 L. Schreiner 1928. 
Algol. TB-B1M (Vilm. 1928); L. Vilm, 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 1926. 
ALLEGRIA. MB-Reg-B (Den. 1928) ; (RC Hera x cypriana). 
ALTAIR. TB-S3M (Vilm. 1928); L. Vilm. 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 1926. 
AMBROSIA. TB-W7 (Sturt. 1927); L. Sturt. 1928. 
AMERICA. TB-Y2 (Sass, J., 1928); L. Wayman 1928. 
ANNA ARCHER. TB-B1D (Sass, H. P., 1928); L. Wayman 1928. 
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); L. Chugai. 1928. 
!8); L. Chugai. 1928. 

CHALCEDONY. TB-S7L (Wmsn ] 
CHANTICLEER. TB-S (Home. 191 
raiABLOTTE. Jap. (Kemp 1928). 
Uutose-no-tomo. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); 
Chagai-nojiomare. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928_ 

Eas. L. Wayman 1928. 

1928) ! L- 1828. 
E -,lt EAn' TB-Y9D «V- 1228); i. Cay. 1928, C. M., 8. N. H. 
*. 1928 and Spec. Prize. 

(Cay. 1928), L. Cay. 1928. 
™ ^Dykes 1928). 

C«Lej0ITjTR ^Y9M (Mohr-Mit.-Salb. 1928); L. Salb. 1928. 

cibube ,™ l(ISy'K)"8alb- 1(>S8); L- S,lb' W28i °0L,7SA' 

DELAVAYl^PAIATDA <C“-. 1928>> L- “• 1828. 
DIONE. TB-W^^i' ®lb‘ (Per- 1928> 5 L- Per. 1928. 
I>on Juan. ^ 5 L‘ 1928‘ 
ELFIN WHITE. TB-Wl7' 78 Ha^0*7' 

** 1927> j}L. Sturt. 1928. 
EVOLUTION TP-hht 1r‘Mit-~Salb- 1928); L. Salb. 1928; ESTRELLON. 
PARANDOLE tR-Pqe, (Cay‘ 1928> ; L* 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 1928. 

FIREFALL. TB^D ^( y- K) 
^ RADO). (Essig 1928); L. Salb. 1928; (Mrs. H. 

^OKilxS ! 1928; EOTHONI 
FRA ANGELICO. TR-^7’ ^ 5 L‘ Ca7- 1928. 

Wayman 1928 (Vdm. 1926); C. M., S N H F 
FnSOW-tlr>-rr,;m^ t_. 

lwxBi 
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1928. GOLD STANDARD. TB-Y5L (Edl. Reg. 1927); L. Sturt. 
GREUZE. TB-S6L (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
GRISELDA, TB-R9L (Wmsn. 1928); L. Long. 1928; (Azure x--), 
GRISETTE. TB-S7M (Wmsn. 1928) ; L. Long. 1928; (Mme. Cherix-). 
Hakudzuru. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai 1928. 
Hakuho. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928) ; L. Chugai. 1928. 
Hana-ikada. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
Helios. TB-Y3L (Cay. 1928); L. Pat. 1928. 
HORACE VERNET. TB-S9L (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
HYACINTHUS. TB-S9L (Wmsn. 1928) ; L. Long. 1928; (Arnols x-). 
Iceburg. TB (Cay. N). 
ISABEY. TB-B1M (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
Isouchimani. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
ISPAHAN. Jap. (Chi. 1928); L. Chi. 1928; (No. 208). 
JANE WILLIAMSON. TB-S7L (Wmsn. 1928); L. Long. 1928; (Parc 

De Neuilly x-). 
JEAN CAYEUX. TB S3D (Cay. N). 
JEAN SIRET. DB L. Wayman 1928. 
Karahashi Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928) ; L„ Chugai. 1928. 
Kokuhow. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai, 1928. 
LA MOUCHE. TB (Mil. 1928); L. Schreiner 1928. 
LE TITIEN. TB-S9L (Vilm. 1928); L. Yilm. 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 

1926. 
LE VARDAR. TB-R7M (F. Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 

LILIAN. TB-R7L (Cay. N); L. Cay. 1928. 
LOUIS DAVID. TB-S9D (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
LUCIANE. TB-R3M (Cay. 1928). 
LUCASTA. TB (Yeld N.). 
Maiko-no-hama. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
MAISIE LOWE. TB-B3D (Lowe. 1928). 
Marden. TB-S (Nee. 1928). Nusku. 
Matsu-no-sakae. Jap. (Higo-Chugai 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
MIGNARD. TB-B3L. (Vilm. 1928); L. Vilm. 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 1927. 
Mikawa-no-ike. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai 1928. 
Mikoshi-no-matsu. Jap. (Higo-Chugai 1928); L. Chugai 1928. 
Miodoroki. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
MIRZA. Sib. (Yeld 1925); L. Orp. 1928 (Delavayix-). 
Miyakoshibori. Jap. (Higo-Chugai 1928)’; L. Chugai. 1928. 
Miyoshino. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928; L. Chugai. 1928. 
MONGOL KHAN. Jap. (Chi. 1928); L. Chi. 1928; (No. 165). 
MONTPELIER. TB-W2 (Sim. 1928); L. Sheets 1928. 
Morera. MB-S7M (Mohr-Mit.-Salb. 1928); L. Salb. 1928; (korolkowi x 

Ib-Mac). 
Murakumo. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928) ; L. Chugai. 1928. 
MURILLO. TB-S9M (Vilm. 1928); L. Vilm. 1928; C. M., S. N 
MYSTERY. TB-S4L (Sturt. Reg. 1924); L. Sturt. 1928. 
Nagao-no-haru. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai 1928. 
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N£iNE. TB-B9M (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
NUMA ROUMESTAN. TB-S9M (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
ONYX. TB-Y9L (Wmsn. 1928); L. Long. 1928; (Koya X-)• 
ORTRXJD. TB (Mor. Beg. 1924); L. Sturt. 1928. 
Otoba-no-taki. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
OVERTONES. TB (MeK. 1928). 
PALOMA. TB (Mohr. 1928) ; L. Schreiner 1928. 
PAUL HUET. TB-S3M (F. Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 

PAUL VERONESE. TB-S3M (Vilm. 1928); L. Vilm. 1928; 
H. F. 1926. 

PEACHBLOW. TB-S4L (dev. 1928) ;. L. Weed 1928. 
™E- TB-S3L (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928; C. M., S. N. 
^I °R- TB_Y4M 1928); L. Cay. 1928; C. M., 

Dykes Medal 1928. 
TB-S3M L. Sheets 1928; ROZANNA. 

REFNA. TB (Dykes 1928). 

RHAm l^S9L (Vilm- 1928> 5 L- Vilm. 1928; C. M., S. N. 3 RHADI. TB (Dykes 1928). 

RlPSmJ1^^ (Wm8n- 1928> ? L- Long. 1928; (Isolde x 
*&P- (Chi- 1928); L. Chi. 1928; (No. 75). 

Romance. TB-S7M (Mur. 1928); L. Orp. i928; (Imperatob 

1928)i " “ 
sea FOAM TB-W6 ,o!28>; ^ Va'”- 1928 > & M — - W6 Reg. 1927); L. Stui 

a x fnlv»)- 

(sturt‘Reg-i927); l- sturt-1928 ’ (bridesmaib 

EKES*-t£T <-•»■>*«., -— 
Setsu-no-homare^« (Mohr-Mit.-Salb. 1928); L. Salb. 1928. 
Shiko-no-tama. Jat( m. TCll’,gal 1928) J L. Chugai. 1928. 
Shinomex. Jap f Ugai' 1928) i L. Chugai. 1928. 
Shishinden. Jap. 1928> J L. Chugai. 1928. 
Somegoroina. Jap. (.1928) 5 L- Chugai 1928. 
SORCERY, tb (Mur 8^A gai' 1928> 5 L- Chugai. 1928. 
Sordid*. TB-B6L (w ^ 

TB CAENIVAL' 
STO-PUsT *B-Srsi !«*• 

°PERA) 8 28^> L. Salb. 1928; (NUEE D'ORAOE’ 
STORM. TB-S6D ,Mnr 

QtiEEN-). (Mw* 1928) • L. Qrp. 19gg. (mjAXEJ; x 

(N-188>- 

Tse] L‘ Chi'1928; (No- 223)- 

Oeang* 



TEBTIO. Spuria (Mil. 1924); L. Wayman 1928. 
Toa-no-ho. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
TBISTE. TB (Mur. N). 
Tsukuba-no-mine. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
UNCLE BEMUS. TB-B7D (Essig 1928); L. Salb. 1928; (Oeiflamme x 

Souv. Be Mme. Gaudichait). 
YASHTI. TB (Dykes 1928). 
VEBTE GALANTE. TB-S9D (Cay. N). 
WALDHEIM. TB-B3M (Koeh. 1928); L. Koeh. 1928. 
WHITE AND GOLD. TB-W (Nic. Beg. 1927); L. Nic. 1928. 
WHITE STAB. TB-W (Nic. Beg. 1927); L. Nic. 1928. 
Winsome. TB (Mur. N). 
WITCHEBY. TB (Mur. N.). 
WBAITH. TB (Mur. N.). 
Yaeguruma. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
YAMA YAMA. Jap. (Chi. 1928); L. Chi. 1928; (No. 181). 
Yoyama-garasu. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
Yoyo-no-sakae. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 
YVES LASSAILLY. TB-W3 (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928; C. M., S. N. H. F. 

and Spec. Prize 1928. 
ZAMPA. TB-B3M (Cay. 1928); L. Cay. 1928. 
ZINGABA. TB-Y6 (Wmsn. 1928); L. Long. 1928. 
ZINGABELLA. TB-S9D (Cay. N); 0. M., S. N. H. F., 25 May 1928. 
Zuisho. Jap. (Higo-Chugai. 1928); L. Chugai. 1928. 

CATALOGUES OF THE YEAR 

By R. S. Sturtevant 

In the early days of the Society it was a simple matter to sit 
down with all the specialist’s lists and compare one with another as 
to format and type, new introductions and prices but to-day such a 
summation would be encyclopedic. 

There are still bargain lists of sorts, simple price lists, and more 
pretentious catalogues with or without illustrations and with or 
without monotonously alluring descriptions. And again, as before, 
our real interest is divided between the newcomers in the com¬ 
mercial field and the older growers who still maintain and express 
decided preferences for this or that variety and its use. 

The Iris Papers by R. Marshall are still one of the most refresh¬ 
ing bits of iris chat and his descriptive price list, the varieties ar¬ 
ranged in color groups, and the descriptions based on chart color 
and variety comparisons, is markedly good. The absence of mean- 
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ingless superlatives is most pleasing. His introduction of the white 
versicolor, Stella Main, adds to our list of apogons. 

The Cobble Cottage Gardens is the most delightful of selling 
schemes I have met for years. Mr. Whipple devotes a full half of • 
the space to a whimsical chat on the fifty best and incidentally j 
reveals a thorough knowledge of some two hundred others that are 
almost as good. His descriptions also are clever and the frankness 
of saving a piece as a most satisfactory example of what an iris 
should not be—the rest went over the fence” tickled me immensely. 

The distinctive note of “Over the Garden Wall” is the descrip¬ 
tion of a planting arranged according to origin and breeder. Other¬ 
wise it is a mere price list and I shall avoid the dangerous ques¬ 
tion of relative prices. 

It is a pleasure to find that the majority of catalogues both use 
symposium ratings, and recommend the Iris Society to their readers 
while a few even acknowledge the help of the standard description 
and even fewer ignore our rules of nomenclature. At least one of 

e Dutch catalogues (H. Ouden and Son) follows American regu- 
,, -0I1S wh*Je ^e English ones do not hesitate to await aetion by 
nom “T. S°Clety on even as well established a question as that of 

Americans the catalogue of Lee R 
(vmi+c the 0ldy one that I have run across that conspicuously 
its own ^ ^ ratin8s and> m irises at least establishes 
has done so m°f.no,meilclat'ire- One would think that a firm that 
the value of b°th irises and the Society would appreciate 
nomenclature °f 0piniou on both ratings and standardized 
decisions on these • a8.'We may dislike some of the individual . 
to the established m°St short sighted to go contrary ■ 
can Committee on Nomencl°t tbe ®0<dety hut of the Amen- ■ 

tages of including both the advantages and disadvan- 
an individual variety P^°11 °f other varieties in a description of 
but if overdone it is PftnfSimple’ Such a comparison is most helpful 
such clues it may become*811*8 &nd ^ one have patience to follow 
and as ridiculous as some enterta^ning as a cross-word puzzle 
great pleasure in Mr. BoiL/ •?*? Words deluded therein. I take 
but I question the value of enthusiasm for beauty in flowers 
BeatAe or of comparing on a Par with Princess 
Marion Cran, and f°°r With Susan Bliss, Dream, 

f^-^ded comparison of a poor 



thing to a good one is fine salesmanship unless it is so overdone as 
to arouse suspicion and then it becomes as useless as the over-use of 
superlatives. 

Quality Gardens has an exceptionally well-dressed cata¬ 
logue and I always start with the Foreword, partly because it 
is good reading but, I am afraid, partly because I am always hop¬ 
ing that it will be a bit more American in its point of view. A list 
of the very latest and finest European Irises (not yet available) is 
one of the most interesting bits in the catalogue and shows what an 
excellent judge Mrs. Pattison is. Almost without exception the 
varieties are those favorably noticed by other experts. 

For the real collector Robert Way man’s Price List and the new 
catalogue of the Treholme Gardens offer the most comprehensive 
lists I have run across of recent years. The first is fairly non- 
selective as to quality whereas Mr. Sheets (with more space at his 
disposal) gives good reasons for even the poorly rated. For the 
student his descriptions are markedly thorough and helpful. His 
private ratings on exhibition and garden value average no higher 
than those in the symposium and though my experience with some 
varieties varies from his reports that is only to be expected in a 
different clime or garden. He gives height accurately and is the 
first in this country at least to record seasons from very early to 
very late. This in itself is a real contribution even though it records 
the facts in only one possibly small district. The premiums offered 
to customers who become members of the Society are only 
approached by those of J. C. Nichols, another newcomer among the 
commercial growers. Whatever the actual returns to the Society 
may be we owe much to their generous expression of interest. 

Col. Nichols has entered the field with premeditation as is shown 
both by his wise selection of varieties and by his carefully conducted 
course of breeding. The results show both in his catalogue (par¬ 
ticularly in the composition of the collections) and in his nursery 
at Ithaca, which I hope many of you will visit at the next annual 
meeting. 

“The Master List” that was so helpful a decade ago to all iris 
growers appears now under the guise of Northbrook Gardens. It is 
of as high quality as before but as a policy I think loses value from 
the present amount of competition. 

I will close with the briefest of mentions of two little leaflets 
from the Sass Brothers and C. H. Hall respectively. I wish that 
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more growers could afford to offer only their own productions. 
Previously the Sass seedlings have come into circulation through 
The Glen Road Iris Gardens and, to a lesser extent, other sources, 
while Mr. Hall has from the first kept his stock in his own hands 
and now reaps (I hope) the profits long due him for the quality 
of his productions. The A. I. S. awards were well merited and the 
prompt increase in prices of these varieties becomes a necessary 
protection to the originator. I sincerely hope that others will not 
cut prices on a basis of a small stock in order to reap his well- 
deserved returns. I know of few breeders who have more thor¬ 
oughly tested the hardiness and vigor of their introductions. 

Again let me emphasize that a full review of catalogues has 
become impossible and that my selection has been largely accidental 
from those most conveniently at hand. 

THE 1928 IRIS SYMPOSIUM 

By John E. Hill 

The relation existing between the exhibition value and the 

anW*1116 °f 682 varieties of Tal1 Bearded Irises is shown by 
published^ ^ *** figUres &ven in the 1928 Symposium recently 

85 pet raV82 Varieties listed> H9 have an exhibition rating of 
ratine °T AU hut f°nr of the 119 kinds have a garden 

of 85 per cent* °r m°re and a11 but 36 have a garden ratm? 
have a o-ar/if or more- Of the remaining 563 varieties only lp 
Cl 85 "er - -ore and all of these 18 

izing the two “ 8 °f 80 P" eent' t0 85 P« S«mmar' 
Percent. 101 Tarirti» ^ a S-den rating of 85 
above. The differen^/w* 6x1111x111011 rating of 80 per cent, or 
den rating for the 101 WGen the exhibition rating and the gar- 
in 95 per * less thai1 5 points or per cent, 
finest exhibition varieti* tlle number. In other words the 
judgment of the jurors.**5 *** the finest garden varieties in the 

Using the total number fi»9 . . 
(approx.) eases or 85 per ’ ^ Vaneties, we find that in 575 
the exhibition value and (approx-) the difference between 

and the g*rfen vaIue h ^ ^ # points 



(2 per cent, approx.) is the or per cent., and in very few cases 
difference 10 or more points. 

The agreement between the two ratings is very dose and the 
exhibition rating may be used as the garden rating if we except 
a few varieties. 

The question is asked—have we judged the garden value cor¬ 
rectly? Have we for practical purposes eliminated the low grow¬ 
ing or (and) small flowered varieties from our garden pictures? 

MY AMENDED SYMPOSIUM 

By J. Marion Shull 

In order to make the Symposium more serviceable for my own 
particular purpose I have added certain private marks, as doubt¬ 
less many others will do in their own different ways to meet their 
own peculiar needs. 

Assuming that the stability of ratings depends chiefly on the 
number of judges involved I have chosen to mark all those varieties 
that in the opinion of 10 or more of the jurors deserve a garden 
rating of 80 or above. I include only the garden rating because 
that is my chief interest in the development of the Iris. This 
marked list numbers 175 varieties. 

A second distinguishing mark covers all those that in the judg¬ 
ment of 5 or more deserve a rating of 85 or more. In this list I 
find 80, duplicating of course many in the first list, but including 
a number of the newer things not yet sufficiently distributed to be 
reported on by the larger number of jurors. 

A third mark goes to those that 5 or more judges have con¬ 
sidered worthy of 90 or higher and the list is naturally much 
smaller. Here we have only 11 varieties. 

In this amending of my copy of the Symposium it has not 
seemed desirable to reduce the number of jurors below 5 because 
at these low levels personal preference is apt to be so little diluted 
by striking an average. It therefore does not take into account 
such highly rated things as Purissima, where 4 have given a rating 
of 95, for all these high ratings based on a small number of votes 
are almost certain to be sharply reduced when wider distribution 
sums up behavior under widely varying conditions. 
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Left unmarked in my list are some that any one of us would 
not wish to he without, even aside from those newer things that 
fail because of the small number of votes received, but generally 
speaking this marked list represents the choicest that the Iris world 
of to-day has to offer. With these three separate markings the 
number of marked varieties amounts to 205. Naturally those 
varieties that receive aU three marks are the outstanding 9 of the 
entire Symposium. They are those that 10 or more have rated 
at 90 or above and are as follows. Ambassadeur 91 (41), Bruno 
90 (29), Cardinal 90 (31), Germaine Perthuis 90 (23), Mary Bar¬ 
nett 90 (15), Morning Splendor 91 (34), Pioneer 90 (16), P™' 
cess Beatrice 90 (38), and Souv. de Loetitia Michaud 90 (10)- 
In fact these nine have been awarded these high ratings on a 
minimum of 15 votes and are therefore in a class by themselves. 

. Valerie West is at 91, but by only 8 votes, and Sir Michae 
on ^ ^ votes- The only other varieties with a garden rating o 
* or above are Candlelight 94 (4), Dolly Madison 91 (3), 

e rue '° 90 (4), and Purissima already mentioned. 
Incidentally these 205 varieties so highly placed by the Sym* 

IITTk 7W8Bl* aS t0 0Ti®n as foU°ws: 86 American, 68 English, and 45 French. 

. Tid-Bits 17th 
ered worth v -Wlt?0ut descriptions the mere names of Irises consid- 
Show Tnrl ZT TariOUS seedBng classes at the Vincent Square 
(Murrellbe watched with interest. Iris Romance 
Medals while Tfh Lowe (Lowe and Gibson) received Silver 
*2-(Dy,keS) a saver Giit Medal. In tie 
Averil, Cloda, Feda£ P5**8 received a Silver GUt for In* 
received a SiWer M i Retna' and Vashti while Mrs. Murrell 
Winsome, and Triste & °T ^tc^ery> Seraph, Wraith, Snowdrift, 

came first tfth AqaTJ,? seedli“«u Mr. and Mrs. Murrell 
second with Manitoba T ’ eZ<ffit' and Sorcery, Mr. Pilkingtc* 
in? were not conside^ed^T’ aod Sic™* Leone. The folio* 
Memorial Medal award |e“tly outstanding for the Dyi« 
Price winners in their owT 'ertain »f them were among the 
Lady, Fedalma, Maisie W. ^“anee, Blue Chintz, GreS 

’ 228 (Perry). Among th< 



non-bearded Irises were Te-bract, Brilliant, Delavayi pallida, and 
Chrysowegi from Mr. Perry and I. Lncasta from Mr. Yeld. 

In the July Bulletin of the Garden Club of America, Mrs. 
Martineau in her notes from the Chelsea Show commends Storme 
as good, “not very tall but of delicious smoky brown and purple, 
and curiously enough the same cross (Dejazet x Orange Queen) as . 
Sunbeam, canary colored, and Moonbeam, primrose, two lovely 
Irises. They also showed that fine tall Grace Sturtevant raised by 
Bliss, of chestnut and brown velvet.” 

Mrs. Robert C. Hill writes so delightully in the same bulletin 
that I am quoting her in full, whereas for Mrs. Lloyd’s much longer 
discussion in the September issue I must refer you to the Bulletin 
itself. 

“What more exhilarating sport than standing up for your 
favorite Irises against all your equally opinionated Iris-fans! This 
year we have been steeped in Iris and had plenty of time to see the 
best collections at our leisure and compare minutely such similar 
(?) varieties as Asia and Sindjkha. I am convinced against my 
wifi that the Dominion seedlings are really all that is claimed. 
There is a certain sturdy look about the falls of a good Dominion 
seedling, a certain strength to its stem, and a certain clarity of 
blend that places Bruno, Cardinal, Gabriel, Pioneer, and Romola 
weU up at the head of the list. Par the most beautiful novelty 
that we saw this season was Sir Michael so rare that its prohibitive 
price is $50.00 for a tiny rhizome. In a year or two it will be 
down within reach of mortal purse. It has to be proven for a few 
years to see whether it is a practical garden variety in our climate 
or whether it is too large for a small garden as is true of Ambas- 
sadeur, Magnifiea, and Lent A. Williamson. But it seemed to us 
as we saw it in Mr. Wayman’s garden the most glorious dark warm 
claret Iris we ever saw. Last year we felt the same about Asia, but 
as it is blooming here in our garden the thrill of novelty has worn 
off and we can see only a glorified Sindjka with more of an amber 
glow to its blended pastel colors. 

“One has to live with one’s Iris, see them at all hours of the 
day, to watch whether the hot sun wilts them, or whether they stand 
up in all weathers like old Albert Victor, or Queen Caterina before 
you can say ‘this or that is the best Iris in my garden. or e 
beautiful big pale mauve Santa Barbara, which does so wellonthe 
Pacific coast in full sun ‘flops’ in our damp climate; Lent A. Wil- 
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liamson has never learned to stand up straight, he sprawls over 
all his neighbors and is not fit for a lady’s garden, and even Isoline, 
which blooms gorgeously for me, has a bad name with the Iris 
Society as a shy bloomer. 

“Among the best Iris we saw this year were Rose Madder tall 
and velvety; Robert Wallace, good warm purple; Gold Imperial; 
Moonlit a streaky ruffled white; Duke of Bedford a dark claret of 
medium height; Morning Splendor, Mr. Shull’s Iris which was 
awarded the Garden Club of America Medal, holds its own among 
all these imported beauties.” 

Moraea iridioides. ‘ ‘ Do you know the perennial, Moraea, which 
resembles an Iris? It has rush-like leaves, and long stems bearing 
white, three-inch flowers with yellow claws and the style crests are 
marked with blue. You may have heard that this “Iris” blooms 
6Ve°r t*lree weeks, and wondered why your plant was so shy. 

hrough four years of ignorance, I let a tidy gardener cut 
own the whole stalk when the first bloom had faded. The only 

prunmg necessary is to break off each withered blossom and to let 
rus y ooking stem send out buds all along its length.” 

Bniw-S °m MrS‘ E- J’ Bisse11 in the Garden Club of America 
domesticaT^S>,a Callforma experience of what we know as a well- 
aomesticated house plant. 

WATTI in THE EAST. James C. Stevens, Greenville, N. Y. 

lands IHS WaUi «wwi»g in Mr. Berry’s garden at Red- 
‘“t fT' °f 1927’1 determined to try it her. , 

i 1 W that tender, 
with new root* Y&S the end of a long underground runner 
was planted in an old aft^ arrived toward the end of April. » 
and five or six “n 1, Sauee-Pan about ten inches in diameter 
drainage. A dish tv ^ ^ Several h°les in the bottom ^ 
As most Evansias lit. v kmd 1 find mucb better than a clay Voi 

• »^ruy o£ ieaf mouid with 

first summer, but Jveraf t0 * height of about eight inches th<? 
August and two more DeW Sh°0ts Parted toward the middle of 

. During the fall the p« 1^“‘hc **. 
night and set out again i ti! &ken lnto the ceUar every freezing 

® [ ^niing 1x1 the sunniest location 



possiDie. 
Watti as well as Japon- 
ica likes half shade, but 
I find that full sun here 
in the east is better for 
them unless possibly in 
the very hottest weather. 
Bu,t they must have 
sufficient moisture all 
the time. When the 
weather became too cold 
through the day the pan 
with other plants was 
placed in a frame co¬ 
vered with glass-cloth 
and built over a cellar 
window. This faced the 
east and the window 

-was kept open all the time so that it was heated from the furnace in 
the cellar. During severe weather the plants had to be taken into 
the cellar but most of the time the temperature was between 40 and 
50 Fahrenheit until March at least. 

About the middle of March the flower buds began to show. Not 
only the main stalk but two of the smaller fans also produced buds. 

The plants 1 
and then were taken upstairs t 
The first bloom opened on the eighteenth and the accompanying 
picture was taken on the twenty-ninth. The last bloom faded on 

the first of May. , 
After blooming the roots were moved to a larger pan and two 

offsets were started in other pans. By the fall of 1928 there were 
six fans in each group beside four that were removed and started 
by themselves. This year the stalks are very typical in growth ana 

some are over two feet in height. 
I have found Watti very tender and not able to withsta 

much frost as Japonica. 

! left in the window frame until the first of April 
window in the living-room. 

AN AUSTRALIAN NOTE from L. W. Wheeler, South Australia. 
“The area of Australia is about 3,000,000 square miles but 

population is only about 6,000,000 most of which is crowded n 
[65] 



a few hundred square miles along the coast. Some of the sheep 
ranches carry one sheep to the square mile and yet Australia pro¬ 
duces about two-thirds of the world’s supply of merino wool. The 
East West railway has done much for development and the North 
South is expected to open up even greater areas. 

North Australia is in the tropics while the garden state of 
Tasmania enjoys a mild climate. The work of the Victorian gar¬ 
deners in daffodils, gladiolus, and chrysanthemums is winning wide 
recognition while in Western Australia, E. H. Wilson learned of 
4,000 speeies and Dr. A. W. Hill, of Kew, stated that it could boast 
the most interesting flora in the world. 

“All this is by way of perspective. Iris gardens and nurseries 
are few, there is none in South Australia though in Victoria there 
are a few bulb growers that list as many as 150 varieties of Irises. 

enne, Lent A. Williamson, Ambassadeur, and Lord of June 
represent the more expensive kinds and the aristocratic children of 

omnnon do not yet appear in Australian lists. Hence the enthu- 
dTl mp0rt for himself and usually does import from 
in hpft °Ugb * bave found that rhizomes from California arrive 
nroSr/0nditi0n and ar€ more easily established. This » 
from Salh ^ w the similarity of climate. A few of my rhizomes 
never ,™ °M00med a few arrival and though I toe 
much shriveled on'T .an.English aMPment the roots are always 
best month i Rbizomes arriving about August (the 
and about 80 P ember’ or 0ct°ber establish themselves quickly 
coming in bl°°m the lowing year whereas those 
season ^ or ^r must be coddled through our hot 

her. it spreads'll11810 bloom in and continues into Septem- 
such and thrown out b Some gardens it is treated as 
hardiness, beauty and U * m m°St gardens ^ is appreciated for it* 
of the tall varieties suolTmt^r -blo°m- The ear1^ dwarfs and a few 
Soledad bloom in Ar,» C^nson King, Kharput, Gorgeous, and 
hlarch. San Gabriel be’ • A corresponds to your February- 
September. This old Tgmsrln late August and 1. susiana in early 
multiply freely if the T*.* our climate and will bloom and 
sab-soil fairly rich in hnmlT8V°n<iitions are favorable and the 
7 Lor*e1i and Gatesi anntv,S 1 b°Pe to bave some experience of 
August and multiplies freelvt/^' 7 tin^ana begins early in 

7 t^gh sometimes it forgets to bloom- 



“The great family of the Tall Bearded begins the latter part of 
August and carries on well into December, while the Japanese be¬ 
gin in November and continue into January so that there is only 
a short period when Irises are out of bloom. The ‘ ‘ Ochros, ’ ’ some 
of which reach six feet, bloom during November and are best in 
shade and continual moisture. Certain Californian species grow 
readily from seed and multiply rapidly. The beardless rhizomes 
do not travel well. 

“Rlflzomes for Australia should be packed bone dry with a 
sprinkling of charcoal dust to prevent rot spreading as that is 
the chief trouble. 

“Some of the vigorous growers with me are Caterina, cypriana, 
Ballerine, Lady Foster, Avalon, Lent A. Williamson, Ibpal, Miss 
Willmott, Soledad, Sindjkha, Mme. Durrand, etc., while some of the 
backward ones are Shekinah, Black Prince, Col. Candelot, Lord 
Lamboume, B. Y. Morrison, and Flammenschwert. 

“I have calculated that Eldorado, Isoline, Lent A. Williamson, 
Alcazar, or Caterina could each multiply 1,000 times in six years. 
Some of these have increased 30-60 times in three years. Some of 
my favorites to date are Avalon, Caterina, Eglamour, Harpalion, 
Lord Lambourne, Ambassadeur, Mme. Chobaut, Sindjkha, M. 
Cornuault, Eldorado, and Mildred Presby. Those derived from 
Bicardi and like species suit our conditions and in most cases the 
plants are fresh and green looking throughout the year.” 

IRIS BORER; from Mrs. L. M. Bach, Bloomington, Ill. 
After many years of hand picking I now cut all leaves to about 

six inches in late fall and clean out debris. Then about Nov. 1st 
and again about April 1st I spray with kerosene emulsion; one can 
fish soap to 1 gallon boiling water; when cool add 2 gals, kerosene 
and in using dilute to a 1 to 20 mixture. I had very few borers 

this year. , . 
For rot I dust about the roots after flowering and m clumps 

where I have had much trouble I clear away the soil and then bury 
the sulphur about the neck of the plant. Even where it had 
started, a good cleaning and dusting with the sulphur seems more 
beneficial than the permanganate treatment. 



In Memoriam 
Notice of the death of Mr. Sam Burchfield has just reached me 

(November 20th) and I wish to record this passing of one of oar 
oremost private growers of Irises. From the earliest years of the 
°ciety he has passed on to me his experiences and reflections on 

varieties. In 1924 I had the pleasure of meeting him in Mr. Wil¬ 
liamson’s plot, where we argued muchly and finally shared a 

utive seedling that had been relegated to the dump. An 
appreciation of such a wee flower was typical of Mr. Burchfield’s 

noie attitude toward his hobby. He liked best the unusual thing, 
1CU ar y ^ ft were a strange species or color His introduc- 

o"6 °ften of this type, dwarfs or dull blends that appeal 
dav n!L t ^1ScerninS eye. Perhaps if I had known him in every- 
"1“!' 8ho"Id find that such a liking was typical of his whole 
meant nn World' He was greatly enthusiastic—his hobby 
tant both t*1 !i° tUm"and yet he was unassuming and most relue- 
anoC-W ert a °nce formed opinion and to enforce it up® 
bulletins. HeTTs d‘d *meceed in getting him to appear in our 
him there am Passed on bnt for those of us who have met 

Baany pleasant memories. 
R. S. S. J 

IRISES, by F°?^D °R NOT-TO-READ 
Macmillan Co. $100 "°ehwell, The Home Garden Handbooks 

friend B. ™ I™* is dedicated to our goo< 
books. Within a small a worthy addition to our shelf of Ir* 
of the Iris family and nuU* V8 given a most comprehensive vie* 
special needs, Irises fnr ® detailed recommendations as to theii 
^Warf> Intermediate Tall x?**7 Garden> Types and their Uses 
BulboU8? Culture, PmpaIt rded’ JaPa*ese, Some Lesser Irises 
linVA Chapter headings and ®nemies> and Recommended List 
Ime drawings. To Charier SUbject is aid«d by well selecte< 

nng nothing new but W *JS °f the Society this little bool 
many respects even better tW ^T" ■«*« I think it » 

[<&] Iris” ^ Mr. Wister, 0: 



‘ * Irises in the Littie Garden, ’ ’ by Mrs. McKinney. It is to be sure 
more of a compilation than either of these—it expresses little real 
love for Irises perhaps—but this very fault makes for a clearer pre¬ 
sentation of facts within a small compass. 

You will find a number of erroneous generalities such as are 
almost a necessity in a brief review and unfortunately certain of 
the cuts are wrongly labeled and the drawing of a “typical com¬ 
mercial division” is far from typical (I hope), but on the whole the 
text is markedly free from error either in content or typography. 

THE PROBLEM OF SPECIES IN NORTHERN BLUE 
FLAGS, by Edgar Anderson, Annals of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden 15: 232-241. September, 1928. 

Mr. Anderson has given us a scientific treatise on Species, what 
they are and how they originate, and it is only an incidental that 
he has selected Irises versicolor and virginica as material. It is, 
however, a most fortunate happenstance as he had studied them in 
many localities and the volume gives us many illustrations as well 
as charts and ideographs illustrative of the wide variations present 
even in one colony of native Irises. 

Since the blooming period of 1923 Mr. Anderson has visited 
many colonies of Irises ranging from Louisiana and Arkansas to 
Georgia, Nova Seotia, Ontario, and Minnesota. From each colony 
were collected many records, many specimens, and it is from a com¬ 
parative study of these that his conclusions are drawn. I shall pass 
over the larger phase of the subject and mention but a few pomts 

' of special interest to the Iris fan. 
Iris versicolor L. was found north of the Potomac, m north- 

; eastern Ohio, northern Michigan, Wisconsin, and southern Minne¬ 
sota and the northward, whereas Iris virginica L. was found as tar 
south as the Gulf of Mexico and is synonymous with 7. carolma 
Radius, caroliniana Watson, Shrew Small. At their point of con- 

: tact in distribution there arise natural hybrids newly named 
7. robusia Anderson, of an intermediate character. In t e same 

| colony there occur striking variations in every conceivable char- 
I acteristic and it was from a mean of many such vanatmns that 

Mr. Anderson has presented his biometric data in +hp 
[ graphs which form 
i variation existing. 

nieu ms -- 
extremely easily grasped picture ot the 



He finds that though the individuals in one colony may vary 
widely, there is hut slight variation from colony to colony other 
than a gradual diminution of I. versicolor in its southern range 
and a similar diminution of I. virginica in its northern limits. In 
the experimental plots the plants from the northern localities tend 
to flower sooner than those from the southern. 

A complete albino was found only in I. virginica whereas both 
species developed partial albinos and also deeper toned varieties 
such as kermisina. 

The genetic relationships are still being studied although Mr. 
Anderson has sufficient material to make a preliminary report. 

Before closing this brief abstract I wish again to emphasize the 
splendid illustrations starting with two reproductions from Bhret, 
H. D., Plantae Depictae, Tab. VI., 1748, pictures of the original 
herbarium material from Dillenius and Radius and embracing many 
pic ures of the flower, seed, and growth variations within the species. 

LES PARFUMES DE FRANCE. Revue Mensuelle, No. 63, 
Mai, 1928. Grasse, Paris. 

I am indebted to Mr. L. F. Hoyt for a copy of this issue con- 
hrirfWw artide on Trises. and their use in perfumery. It review 

» 0 any an<^ cultivation, and goes deeply into the extraction 
formula distillation, chemical composition, and a number of 
ored tXIT* e3?raCtS’ toilette waters, and pomades. The two col* , 

AHh?rtS r°f Iris Mds ™ charming. 
Udais no^ U°r.entina was the orris root of the ancients, L pal- 

Verona, at Iulsi Mnl T***7 &nd is grown extensively ft 
of the Soave’and Fregnano on the T 
Poli, Pontasseva anrtW*16 envir01is of Florence at Bagno, RiP* 
Seyssel, (AinOra f1120 ’ an<* France since about 1830, near 
(Brittany). °Ui(mlesi (Alpes-Maritimes), and Morbihan 

s peeled and dried 

(Brittany) 

Of the oil of orris root art ^ t0 ttree years later- The cnemisu 
tious is fully use in commercial prepar 
147 Waverly Plaee N Y btainable from Antoine Chiris & 

Bulletin of THE 

on of the New» jLUB °f America- SePtj 192 
of the best of the year and w JInses’ by Mrs. H. G. Lloyd is oi 
bulletins which I find withoutldentalJy very characteristic of the 

xeeption of the highest quality. 



[71] 



SraaS^S 
sssatoSAJf 
S»5SS*-B*« 

!22Jri££2£a%X£ 



m
i
l
l

 

(Nos. 2 and 3 are Out of Print.) 

F. X. SCHREINER 
ital.Kwnt 
peSn1 

!te Study Collections 
IRISSS 

“An Iris Lover s Catalog” issued yearly. 
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